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Teachers Guide 6

         River Studies Glossary 

	Word
	Meaning
	Image

	Carnivore
	Any animal that feeds on flesh; Tyrannosaurus Rex was a large carnivore!  Insectivorous plants are also considered carnivores.
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	Herbivore
	Any animal that feeds chiefly on grass and other plants


	

	Detritivore
	An organism (as an earthworm or a fungus) that feeds on dead and decomposing

organic matter


	

	RIVERS[image: image3.jpg]




	Bedload
	The material carried by a river by being bounced or rolled along its bed


	

	Confluence
	The point at which rivers meet


	Confluence of the Mosel and Rhine Rivers

	Deposition


	The process by which sediments are laid down in new locations
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                           River Dee


	Word
	Meaning
	Image

	Downstream


	The direction that a river or stream is flowing
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	Estuary
	An estuary is the area where a river meets the sea or ocean, where fresh water from the river meets salt water from the sea


	

	Meander
	a bend in a river. The outside of the meander has the fastest flow and deepest water.


	                    Okavango River

	Mouth
	Where the river ends its journey and joins a lake or ocean


	                     Mouth of the Seine

	Oxbow lake
	An oxbow lake is a stagnant lake that is formed alongside a winding river when the river changes path because of soil erosion, leaving an abandoned stream channel, cut off from the rest of the river


	

	Rapids
	Found where the river meets a band of resistant rock and usually precede a waterfall.


	

	Runoff
	Runoff is water that drains into a river (or other body of water) from uncontrolled streams, drains, or sewage lines. There is runoff from agricultural irrigation water, snowmelt, storms, etc.  It eventually flows into lakes and the ocean.


	

	Word
	Meaning
	Image

	Source
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Where the river starts its journey.

NB – As you can see from the image to the source of the River Thames – it isn’t always obvious!


	                       Source of River Thames

	Transportation


	Flowing water moves eroded material 
downstream in different ways


	

	Tributary
	A river or stream that flows into another stream, river, or lake.  A smaller river that joins a larger one


	

	Upstream
	In the opposite direction to the way a river or stream flows


	

	Velocity
	The speed that the river flows


	

	Water Cycle
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	Water Cycle
	The water cycle the natural cycle in which the sun's energy evaporates water into the atmosphere, and the water vapour condenses, returning to the Earth as precipitation (rain, snow, sleet, etc.)


	

	Cloud


	A mass of tiny droplets of water that condensed from the air
	

	Condensation


	The forming of tiny droplets of water as water vapour cools.  Water vapour in the air is changed into liquid water. Condensation is crucial to the water cycle because it is responsible for the formation of clouds.
	


	Word
	Meaning
	Image

	Evaporation


	Process in which the sun's heat turns liquid water into water vapour.
Evaporation is the process by which water changes from a liquid to a gas or vapour. Evaporation is the primary pathway that water moves from the liquid state back into the water 
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	Ground water


	Water found beneath Earth's surface


	


	Precipitation


	The falling to earth of any form of water (rain or snow or hail or sleet or mist)
	

	Surface water


	Water contained in places such as lakes, ponds, rivers, streams, and reservoirs
	

	Water vapour


	The gas formed when water evaporates and the changes back in to a liquid – forming clouds.
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