[image: image1.jpg]


Teachers Guide 5

         Nature Studies Glossary 
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	Word
	Meaning
	Image

	Carnivore
	Meat eater.  A carnivore is an animal that only eats other animals in order to ensure its own survival. 
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	Community
	A group of plants and/or animals living in the same area
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	Detritivore
	An animals that feeds on dead plant and animal matter.
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	Food Chain
	Every organism needs to obtain energy in order to live. For example, plants get energy from the sun, some animals eat plants, and some animals eat other animals.  A food chain is the sequence of who eats whom in a biological community (an ecosystem) to obtain nutrition.
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	Food chain 1: Producer (autotroph)
	Primary producers are those organisms that require nothing but the natural resources of the Earth in order to thrive and survive. Primary producers tend to be plants that are photosynthetic and these plants use the energy provided by sunlight in order to make their own food using a process called photosynthesis.
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	Word
	Meaning
	Image

	Food chain 2: Primary Consumer
	The primary consumers are the next stage in the food chain behind the sun and the primary producers. The primary consumers are the herbivorous animals of the world and consume the primary producers

(autotrophs) in order to gain their nutrition.
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	Food chain 3: Secondary Consumer
	The secondary consumers link in with the food chain as they are the omnivorous animals that eat the primary consumers and the secondary consumers will occasionally eat the primary producers in order to supplement their diet.
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	Food chain 4: Tertiary Consumer
	The secondary consumers are followed by the tertiary consumers, the tertiary consumers tend to be the smaller carnivores of the animal kingdom. The tertiary consumers only eat meat and therefore really on the consistency of the secondary consumer populations in order to continue to thrive as a species.
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	Food chain 5: Quaternary Consumer
	The final part to the food chain are the quaternary consumers, and these are the animals that tend to be large carnivores and dominant predators within their natural environment. Quaternary consumers generally have few, if any, natural predators at all and this tends to be where the food chain ends.


	

	Food web
	A network of many food chains is called a food web.
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	Word
	Meaning
	Image

	Habitat
	A habitat, is the type of environment in which plant and animals live. A habitat is dictated by what kinds of plants grow there, the climate and the geography.
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	Herbivore
	Plant eater. A herbivore is an animal that only eats plant material, algae and bacteria in order to gain its nutrition. Those animals that are herbivorous have adapted to digest plant material specifically, such as elephants, donkeys and rabbits.
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	Hibernation
	Hibernation is an extended period of deep sleep, that allows animals to survive winter extremes. Reducing metabolic rate and lowering body temperature enables survival through cold periods
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	Invertebrate
	An invertebrate is an animal without a backbone, instead they might have a hard outer shell.  90% of animals are invertebrates. Humans are vertebrates because we DO HAVE a backbone


	

	Key
	A map key is a list of words or phrases or colours, usually within a box in the corner of the map which explain what the symbols found on the map itself mean.  Also referred to as a "legend."
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	Word
	Meaning
	Image

	Minibeast
	A minibeast is a small animal without a backbone (invertebrate).  They can live on land or in water, some insects are minibeasts, but not all minibeasts are insects! So a spider is a minibeast, but NOT an insect!
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	Omnivore
	Eats plants and meat.  Animals that are omnivores have complex digestive systems that are able to deal with both plant animal material equally well, like bears, otters and humans.
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	Predator
	When an animal is referred to as a predator, it means that the animal either hunts or catches other animals. Predatory animals are generally dominant within their environment and will generally hunt animals smaller than themselves.
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	Prey
	When an animal is referred to prey, it means that the animal is either hunted or caught for food. Animals that are referred to as prey are generally hunted by bigger animals, although there are a number of exceptions.
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	Tally
	An easy way to record data when counting how frequently something occurs.  They are usually grouped in blocks of five to make easier and faster to add up
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	Trophic Level
	The trophic level of an organism is the position it holds in a food chain.  Primary producers, herbivore, primary carnivore, etc. Green plants form the first trophic level, the producers. Herbivores form the second trophic level, while carnivores form the third and even the fourth trophic levels
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