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A Teacher’s Guide to looking for minibeasts




A Teachers Guide to Looking for Minibeasts

Children can learn about small invertebrates and habitats whilst exploring local green spaces. This is an excellent way of encouraging children to investigate the natural world and to enable them to use first hand experiences to find out more about the creatures in their local habitats.

In environmental learning, ‘minibeast’ tends to refers to small invertebrates such as worms, spiders, woodlice, flies and moths. Minibeasts can be found in a variety of habitats including parks, woodlands, hedgerows, flowerbeds and even the school field. They could be hiding in the leaf litter, under logs and stones, in long grass, in trees and bushes and in the soil. Minibeasts are a vital part of any ecosystem, providing essential food for a vast array of other minibeasts and animals.

Tips for looking for minibeasts
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Peek under large stones and logs to find woodland and millipedes.

· Peer into the cracks in tree bark and deadwood to find beetles and spiders.

· Poke your nose into long grass to see ants and grasshoppers.

· Look closely at leaves to discover caterpillars and ladybirds.

· Keep your eyes peeled after rain – can you spot slugs, snails and worms.

Lots of creepy crawlies live in trees and shrubs. Lay a piece of white cloth or paper will do under a tree or bush and gently shake the branches. You’ll be surprised how many tiny creatures fall out.

Remember – bugs are very tiny, so be careful if you pick them up and always put them back where you found them.

Bug hunting kit
You don’t need any special equipment to go on a bug hunt, but the items below might help if your children want to get a closer look at the bugs that they find.
· Bug boxes or clear containers are useful for holding your minibeasts while you study them.

· Use a spoon or small paintbrush to gently scoop up your finds.

· A magnifying glass is great for examining really tiny details. 
Things to remember on the day:
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· Ensure that the children listen to the safety instructions from the leader.

· Make sure that the children handle the animals with care.
· Make sure that children wash their hands immediately after the activity
See also: Teacher’s Guide 4 -   A Teachers guide to minibeasts
[image: image4.jpg]


2020 JLK London Borough of Lewisham 

V.2

