Living things worksheet 029a (Answers)





Stag beetle life cycle
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	In this life cycle a male stag beetle  flies out for the first time and goes in search of a mate

	6
	The larva has now a bigger head, as it has moulted for the first time. They moult because they have become too big to fit inside their skin.

	9
	The larva once in the soil makes a nice compact chamber, the size of a chicken's egg. The larva takes time to prepare its cocoon very carefully for inside it will undergo a complete change. After the larva has emptied its gut will rest a bit and then moult for the fourth time and turn into a pupa.

	3
	Soon after they emerge the males are very keen to mate and will even fight for the females. All this happens soon after they emerge, at the end of May beginning of June.

	8
	Eventually the larva gets fat enough, it is now almost the size of a grown-up's thumb. Its colour is now creamy rather than whitish

	5
	In about 3 weeks tiny grubs will hatch from the eggs and start feeding.

	2
	Female stag beetles also look very different from the males. A female stag beetle has much smaller pincers

	10
	After another period of rest, the pupa will moult for the last time and an adult stag beetle will enclose; a male in this case. It is now called an imago

	4
	When a female finds a suitable place, she will carefully prepare her nursery deep in the soil next to some dead wood. Here she will lay her eggs.

	7
	One year has elapsed and the larva (7) has moulted again, it has now a much bigger head. From now on all it has to do is to accumulate enough fat reserves for its life in the adult stage.
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Look at the diagram above and place the number in the box by the correct description of what is happening








