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Minibeasts Worksheet 009

  Look before you leap 

Look Before You Leap! – Investigating Pitfall Traps at ____________________
[image: image2.jpg]



Name _______________________________Date ________Time ________

Weather Conditions:_______________________________________________

Pitfall traps provide an easy way to see what insects and other arthropods are living on your site. Carefully remove the jar from the ground and identify and count the organisms you find.  If there is more than one kind of beetle or ant, give each type a name and count it separately (for example, small black beetle and long brown beetle). Complete one table per pitfall trap. 
	Checkpoint name (Location):

	In the boxes below, write your estimate for the number of minibeasts you think will find

	Insects

(6 legs)
	Arachnids

(8 legs)
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	Other
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	Description
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Results – Total (add) the number of each Arthropod found in each pitfall trap and put them answer in the boxes below.  How do these answer match with your estimates? 
	
	Insects

(6 legs)
	Arachnids

(8 legs)
	Centipedes/

Millipedes
	Other

	Total estimate for all traps 

(add together all of your estimates for each location and put them here)
	
	
	
	

	Actual number found
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Questions to think about…

Would you find more or less animal life at a different time of year?

Does the weather affect the variety of life found in the trap?
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If you didn’t find very many – why do you think that was?  Think about the method of the experiment as well as environmental factors

Important vocabulary and useful Teachers Guides/Further work





Habitat: A place where an animal lives and gets food, shelter & water


Insects: Have six legs. They have three body parts, a head, a thorax and an abdomen. 


Minibeast: Invertebrate animal with an exoskeleton


Estimate: Your best guess at an answer.





A Teachers Guide 3 - A Teacher’s Guide to looking for minibeasts. 


A Teachers Guide 4 - A Teachers Guide to minibeasts.


A Teachers Guide 7 – A Teachers Guide to pitfall traps.
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