Lewisham Biodiversity Group - Full Partnership meeting

Monday 15th October 2018                   6.30pm Wearside Depot
1.
Welcome/Apologies   
	
	ATTENDEES
	
	

	NP
	Nick Pond - LBL Ecological Regeneration Manager
	MM
	Monika Mitchel – FO Sydenham Wells Pk

	JS
	Judith Simmons – Glendale Conservation Officer
	GT
	Geoffrey Thurley – FOBLC

	PS
	Pedro Spires – Bird/moth naturalist
	AO
	Andrew Orford - AMG

	AS
	Alona Sheridan- FO Mayow Pk & Sydenham Gdn 
	MK
	Mike Keogh – QWAG chair

	EM
	Edwin Malins – LWT Great North Wood
	JK
	Jessica Kyle – LBL Conservation Officer

	AED
	Annette Elliott Dunn - FO Hillcrest Est Woodland
	
	

	
	APPOLOGIES
	
	

	LM
	Lucy Mitchell – BPP Project Officer
	JOI
	Jordan Ihama Service Improvement Manager


2.
Minutes and matters arising 
2.1
No corrections and matters arising covered in agenda 
3.
Lewisham BAP: A Natural Renaissance for Lewisham 2021-2025

3.1
NP explained about potential new species action plans for swifts, hedgehogs, peregrine falcons and in term of habitats advice on biodiversity enhancements to front garden drives. NP reported back on hedgehog information and EA guidance on permeable surfacing of front gardens. NP requested leads be identified to work up draft SMART plans.

3.2 
EM offered to ask colleague working on hedgehog project to feed into hedgehog action plan.

3.3
AED offered to lead on swift action plan. 
3.4 
AO asked if planning permission is required for paving over front gardens. Addendum answer: You don’t need planning permission to build or replace a driveway of any size if: you use permeable (or porous) surfacing, e.g. gravel, permeable concrete block paving or porous asphalt; the rainwater flows to a lawn or border to drain naturally. If you cover more than five square metres using traditional materials that don’t let water through, you need planning permission.
4.
Kenneth White Legacy Award

4.1
NP reported on the wader bid & that JOI has this in hand and that he’s ordered sample pair. 
4.2
JK explained for the Brookmill NR as the project was over £40k a more in depth PID was required and she’d been working up the details. It is still anticipated that the project will be started in the 3rd/4th quarter (financial year).
4.3
MM has received her bird feeders.

4.4
MK still intends to contact the hospital to lobby for a change in name to the hospital footbridge in memory of Kenneth White. 
5.
Biodiversity Partnership BARs Outputs 

5.1
JK – presented the outputs for the quarter. The Horniman and Sydenham Gardens were notable as usual and also Friends of Mayow Park who had 80 people at a recent bat walk. Volunteering had achieved 7884 volunteer hours’ worth £77k during the quarter. Also 7288m2 living roof conditions discharged.  
5.2
JK – presented the bird report data.  Sparrow hawk in Ladywell Fields, Tawney owl headed in Brockley and Ladywell Cemeteries. 
6.
Partner Updates

6.1
PS talked about his surveying of birds along Downham fields and interest in moths and offered to share his experiences.
6.2
AS - Sydenham gardens living roofs had suffered over the dry spell. Monthly nature strolls occurring around Mayow PK and apple day has 65 attendees. AS received no response back from Richard Jones regarding ladybird observations.   
6.3
JS delivering both Nature Gym and Rivers and People sessions and recently topped up the kingfisher nest boxes + reported that the Ladywell box = 3 broods this summer. 

6.3
EM – GNW events going well, inc. walk from Sydenham Hill station through Mayow, Dacres Wood, AMG and on to One Tree Hill. The GNW festival = 1800 people + was a great success, had tree walks in Hillcrest wood and at the Buckthorn Rd (4th Nature Reserve) where they’d discovered evidence of a reed bed on top of the hill. Also done a talk to Deptford Folk. New Cross Gate Cutting site is open on the Last Saturday of each month between 1-4pm.  Also been working to remove spotted laurel at Hillcrest and also reported that the fire brigade have replace the lock to the Crescent wood tunnel. EM asked about youth contacts and NP offered to provide some contact details. 

6.4
GT- Successful nc session in August dealing with sycamore and ash saplings. Planned sessions on 17th and 18th November. There was a discussion about Japanese knotweed treatment and that there remained some big stands that required a contractor to undertake the treatment. 

6.5
AED – Swifts have gone and Annette said she was not keen on wooden swift boxes as they did not have the longevity of other types. She reported on the withdrawal of the Hillcrest estate planning application. AED reported lots of butterflies on Vigalent Close + elephant hawk moth.
6.6 
MM- has x2 Nature Gym sessions planned for next month and has been working to manage the watercourse/pond. LWT bat and tree walk = very successful. Lost a few trees recently including a cherry and weeping willow but on a positive note the bird walks had recorded 30 species + retained the Green Flag. 

6.7
AO mentioned thanks to Edwin for engagement support, AMG still seeking effective compensation from Lewisham Homes but having some success with tree whips around pond and a new nursery forest school who are using the site. The monthly volunteer days were averaging 5 people but there is a current problem with homeless heroin users and tents on site. SNT have been engaged but removal may have to come down to a court order. AO also spoke about the National Park City presentation and his aspiration to re-start the ‘Green drinks’ network/ing.  

6.8
JK – HGT S106 pond enhancements completed. Spoke about aspiration to re-start the Dacres Wood fo group; tile making at Frendsbury gardens and U3L talk and planned Rotary club wade in Ladywell
6.9
MK commented on Catford regeneration and flood alleviation. 
6.10
NP reported for JOI- re water fountains and incorporation of biodiversity features on sites. 
6.11
NP detailed the new ‘Greening fund’ which will be launched in the New Year. NP been doing lots of work to support the Open Space Audit and Needs Assessment. Also, that Devonshire Road Nature reserve had launched their crowd funding appeal to build a new community visitor centre for the reserve to replace the dilapidated porta-cabin. NP also fed back on the Parks and OS Survey results. Most respondents answered as one might expect, e.g.  the public values cleanliness and ‘welcoming’ as important features of a park, followed by good equipment, good facilities and a variety of natural features. Playing pitches, up to date information and signage and formal landscaped areas are lower down the list. The most important benefit to the public that parks provide is access to nature and a home for wildlife and the top 3 priorities for spending were- the management of sites for wildlife and nature conservation, building more play facilities and improving and building more toilets.

7.

Biodiversity News Flash Topics

7.1
Park Survey results, Phil Lauries’s amazing butterfly figures for the year, Tawney owl & sparrow hawk records, Horniman and Lew BP outputs 
8.
A.O.B. 

8.1 
Next meeting is the post-Christmas Party
9.
Date of Next Meeting –   Monday 14th January 2019 6.30pm Wearside Service Centre SE13 7EZ.
