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Making a Hedgehog Home

Materials
To make a hedgehog home you will need:

4 x pieces of 150mm ("), featheredge board, 500mm (20°) long.

1 x piece of timber for the capping, 75mm (3°) half round or arris rail
is easiest to obtain, 500mm (20°) long.

(The section used in the picture is specially made for Tiggywinkles)
2x shaped pieces, as shown below, for the front and back.

75mm,

Front and Back
The front and back can be made out of 25mm (17)
‘sawn timber or 19mm (3/4") waterproof plywood.
230mm
230mm (9") high
75mm (3") wide at top
300mm (12") wide at the bottom
An entrance hole 100mm (4") wide, 150mm (6")
300mm high, is required in one end.

Construction
“The simplest way to fix the home together is with galvanised nails:

Start by fixing the bottom pieces of featheridge to the back and front pieces. Leave a 25mm
(1°) overhang, front and back, to keep the weather out. Then nail the top 2 pieces of
fetheredge on so that they are level with the top, they will overlap the bottom pieces.

Then finish the home by nailing on the capping, making sure itis placed evenly over-lapping
both sides.





General facts

Hedgehogs are Britain's only spiny mammal, and may be covered in up to 6,000 spines, which are brown with white tips. They have a short tail, and their underside is covered in coarse brown fur and they live up to five years old. Hedgehogs do not always hibernate. If they do it is usually between January and March.
An area of approximately 1 kilometre squared will support a healthy population (about 32 individuals) however, during May – June, which is the height of the breeding season (known as ‘the rut’), they really need the larger area of 3 kilometres squared.  Hedgehogs are usually solitary, usually pairing up only to mate and the male takes no part in rearing the family.  The young are born in litters which average 4-5 – they leave the nest at four weeks old and are independent by six weeks.
What do hedgehogs eat naturally? 

Mostly nocturnal, hedgehogs can travel long distances in their nightly forages for food (up to 1.8 kilometres).  While hunting for food, they rely primarily upon their senses of hearing and smell because their eyesight is weak though their eyes are adapted for night-time vision.  The hedgehog is a carnivore and lives on beetles, earthworms, millipedes, worms, slugs, snails and other invertebrates.  

What harms our hedgehogs? 
Generally speaking, given the lack of natural predators of the hedgehog in the urban environment, and their continued decline in numbers, it appears clear that the biggest threat to these mammals, intentionally or unintentionally, is people.
· Feeding them bread and milk (even though they like it) – it is very bad for their teeth and milk intolerance can lead to diarrhoea, dehydration and death.  

· Litter: Paper cups/tin cans - they reach inside for food or drink and their heads get stuck .. if they can’t get back out they starve to death.  They can also become entangled in black sacks and plastic beer can holders - causing them injury, infection and death
· Solid fencing – if there are no gaps in fencing along the bottom it prevents our hedgehogs from moving throughout their normal large range of area – this then restricts food resources, habitat and breeding.
· Bonfires – always check a stack is hedgehog free before you light it!
Paradoxically their natural defensive behaviour puts them at risk.  Hedgehogs don’t have a ‘flight’ or ‘flight’ response – they do ‘fright’ and curl up into a ball which can actually make them vulnerable – particularly in relation to gardening activities – such as the use of strimmers etc.
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How can we help our garden hedgehogs? 

· Provide a compost heap or overgrown area of garden for them to snuffle for insects and sleeping. Be careful not to over fork compost heaps in case one is present! 
· Install a hedgehog house in a quiet part of the garden (see below)
· Give them tinned dog or cat food as a dietary supplement.

· Keep your garden free of litter – common culprits that can harm hedgehogs are six pack holders (see pic) , polystyrene cups, tin cans, crisp packets (they get stuck inside of these), and elastic bands/netting which they can get entangled in.
· Ponds – Hedgehogs can swim but they can’t climb out of steeply walled ponds – you if you have a pond like this you can place something in your pond that allows them to climb up and out (see diagram)
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A ‘pond ladder’ allowing hedgehogs to escape steep sided pond.
