Risk Assessment Briefing Note/ Method Statement Additional Guidance & Support Register  for All Schools & Community Groups Visit To Rivers, Ponds, LNRs, Parks & Other Green Spaces.

(Please relate this Brief  with the  London Borough of Lewisham Green Scene Main Risk Assessment)
	Type of Hazard
	Briefing Note

	All Types of Adverse Weather Related Conditions


	· Participant must wear suitable clothing and shoes/wellies/waders.

· Walk leader must ensure that they make the participants aware of the danger relating to sun i.e. heatstroke and sunburn
· Walk leader to ensure that participants have suitable clothing for the relevant weather before departing i.e. sun hat.

· Walk leader are not to run sessions in any stormy weather.
· If  caught out during lightning storm, leader must cease the activity immediately and seek appropriate shelter (in the case of a wade) ensuring that the aiding poles are not discarded until they are out of the water or until the storm subsides.

· Leader to monitor weather to monitor the weather and suspend or cancel session when wind condition cause safety to be affected.

· Leader is to determine who is or is not water confident prior to allowing anyone into the river. i.e. it must be voluntarily.

· Swimming in the river is not allowed at anytime.



	Access & Egress both on Land & in Water


	· Facilitator to carry out regular site inspections

· Make inherent trip hazards

· Facilitator to Keep site tidy

· Walk leader is to brief participants on what to do if they get entangle e.g. shout

· Advise participants to wear the correct footwear

· Ensure adequate adult supervision

· Once on the site, children encouraged to 

· walk independently, not holding hands

· Ensure appropriate supervision adult: child ratio.

	Disease, Infection & Contaminations
	· Advice participant to have tetanus inoculation prior to event (where applicable).

· Advice participants of symptoms of leptospirosis, hepatitis and others.

· Follow good hygiene practices, ensuring hands are washed before eating, drinking or smoking.

· Cover any broken skin, properly wash and cover any wounds or cuts received.

· Where appropriate wear leather or PVC protective gloves.

· Group leader to ensure that participants wash their hands after the activity or prior to handling ,or eating food.

· Walk leader should make participants aware of  Leptospirosis (Weil’s Disease)  - This is a bacterial infection spread to people by contact with urine from infected animals (mainly rodents, dogs, cattle & pigs). Contact can either be direct or from contaminated water. Bacteria enter the body through the lining of the eyes, mouth or throat. Symptoms usually develop 7-21 days after infection and include flu-like symptoms, vomiting, high temperature, persistent headache and muscle pain. The treatment is a course of antibiotics so it is important that if participants feel unwell within 21 days of the event that they seek medical treatment and inform their doctor that they have been near water as it can develop into quite a serious condition if left untreated.    

· Walk leader should brief participants on the correct handling procedures of any animal they find for study purposes.

· Not to touch or eat any wild plant that is poisonous or irritant.

· Medical information obtained & carried at all 

            times by Group Leader.

· Group Leader to  brings necessary medication on the 

      day of visit; including epipens and

      asthma pumps.

· Before any hazardous activity cover cuts/

            sores on hands with plasters or disposable 

            gloves to minimize exposure.

· Group Leader safely checks site before session and removes protruding twigs, sharp & pointing objects where present, and advise about risk, especially Blackthorns, which may infect the eyes via low branches and overhanging twigs.

· Prior to any activity, walk leader is to brief the participants on the risks associated with messing around with environmental equipments, in particular throwing or waving objects.

· Group Leader need to advise children of any potential hazards that the children 
may not be aware of .



	   
	· Sites or areas to be used should be inspected regular and kept tidy and where necessary Group Leader to sweep the area before the session commence..

· Group Leader carries gloves and bag for disposal of objects, and a cork for any 
needles found.

· Children instructed on safety when finding dangerous objects – not to touch 
 but call an adult.


Useful Related Risk Management Information:
	Topic
	Action

	Medical
	· 1st Aid Kit with leaders at all times.  All leaders first response trained.
· Full Address information on the nearest Hospital/Medical Centre/Emergency Unit with contact telephone numbers.

	Refreshments
	· Participants should be advised to bring along packed lunches & drinks if staying for a lengthy period of time.  

· Group Leaders are advised to  bring along large bottle of water in case of injury or dehydration.  

· Participants are advised to stop at regular intervals for rest of children/elderly.

	Personal Medicine
	· Those suffering with hayfever/asthma warned to take tablets before the event and to bring any extra medication/pumps with them.

	Younger & Vulnerable  People
	· Ensure that participants are aware that infections can occur via the mouth, nose, ears and eyes. That they should not be putting their hands/fingers near any of these organs and as group leader you should supervise that all hands are washed and anti-bacterial gel applied directly after the activity.     



	Animals
	· Participants should be advised not to go near or touch/stroke animals such as dogs, or even beckon at them.  

· Leaders to bring wet wipes or anti bacterial gel with them. 



	Contact
	· Group Leaders are advised to be aware of the journey timing, pre-visit site  beforehand to carryout the H & Safety Risk Assessment.  

· Leaders to have mobiles and their sectional contact lists with them in case of emergency. 

· Where present Group Leaders are advised to wear hi-vis shirt, as well as participants (optional).

	Electric shock
	· Electrical equipments should be kept in a dry area.  

· All the use of electrical equipments should be  strictly supervised.

	Verbal or physical abuse
	· People, particularly children & vulnerable are advised not to speak to 
strangers/members of public during a guided session.

· Group Leaders to sensibly challenge any interfering person where appropriate.

· Group Leaders to ensure to keep a log of any occurring incidents.
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