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DEVONSHIRE ROAD NATURE RESERVE





Newsletter 7 – Autumn 2010





Recent News, Events and Workdays





CONGRATULATIONS


To everyone involved in the reserve.  For the third year running Devonshire Road has been awarded the prestigious Green Pennant





For those of you that do not know about it already, there is a Devonshire Road blogspot. This site gives lots of great information about the reserve and lists up coming events.


� HYPERLINK "http://devonshireroad.blogspot.com/" ��http://devonshireroad.blogspot.com/�





If you have anything that you would like to add to the next newsletter please send to Jess Kyle at � HYPERLINK "mailto:jessica.kyle@lewisham.gov.uk" ��jessica.kyle@lewisham.gov.uk� 





Please also visit the Nature Conservation Team’s new blog:


� HYPERLINK "http://www.natureconservationlewisham.co.uk" ��www.natureconservationlewisham.co.uk�














Becoming a ‘Friend’ and how you can help





The Friends of Devonshire Road Nature Reserve is a group of local volunteers who are interested in maintaining and improving the Nature Reserve. The group has existed for over ten years and, during this time many improvements have been made to the site.  The activities of the Friends group rely solely on grants and donations. Lewisham Council is responsible for the basic management of the Reserve itself. 





We would like to extend the membership of the Friends Group in order to ensure full involvement of the community in the Reserve. The Objects of the group are to promote, maintain and enhance the indigenous wildlife and botanical value of Devonshire Road Nature Reserve and its educational use for the public. 





There is no subscription, if you would like to join please email Nick Pond at � HYPERLINK "mailto:Nicholas.Pond@lewisham.gov.uk" ��Nicholas.Pond@lewisham.gov.uk�











�





 The Home Education Solargraphy Project


The Devonshire Road Home Ed group meets once a month for various kinds of nature study. During 2010 they’ve been working on documentation of the site, using a range of eclectic photographic techniques brought by the artist, KY Lewis.


For the solargraphy project 2010, children made pinhole cameras out of used plastic film canisters, loaded them with Ilford BW expired photographic paper and fixed them to trees and other objects around the site, pointing approximately south. The project is for a full year to allow the children to see the rise and fall of the suns path across the sky throughout the year. The exposures we have so far done have been for an approximate period of four to eight weeks each but some of the cameras have been left and the exposures will be for six months.  The cameras were left in position for several weeks. During this time an impression forms of the scene the camera is exposed to, in which the track of the sun is prominent as it climbs higher in the sky each day. This literal drawing that the sun makes on the paper gives the terms solargraphy.





The exposed photographic papers are removed in the dark and the images are finally captured by scanning on a flatbed scanner. After wards the image is captured inverted in a computer program such as Photoshop to a positive image which is often highly coloured. This reveals a latent image that is not usually visible. The colour comes from the appearance of finely divided metallic silver growing on the silver halide grains. The original image is buff in colour but it can be sepia or a warm brown as these grains increase in size. So the resulting images you have are negative and positive.  Effects of handling, water damage and disturbance add fortuitous elements to each exposure. These unexpected effects can be wonderful and often add to the images beauty.


A forthcoming Blurb book will bring the solargraphs together with botanical Lumen prints, pinhole photographs of the bee project, and other documents, in a record  of the Reserve through the seasons, and changes around the proposed new building project.


See more of Ky Lewis’ work  here:


� HYPERLINK "http://camaradaze.blogspot.com" ��http://camaradaze.blogspot.com�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.flickr.com/photos/kycamlewis" ��http://www.flickr.com/photos/kycamlewis� 


� HYPERLINK "http://www.flickr.com/groups/drnrsolproject2010-2011/" ��http://www.flickr.com/groups/drnrsolproject2010-2011/�


(Thanks to Ky Lewis & Grant Smith)


� HYPERLINK "http://cameradaze.blogspot.com/" \o "blocked::http://cameradaze.blogspot.com/" �Camera Daze�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.flickr.com/photos/kycamlewis/" \o "blocked::http://www.flickr.com/photos/kycamlewis/" �Flickr: Your Photostream�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.flickr.com/photos/52195401@N04/" \o "blocked::http://www.flickr.com/photos/52195401@N04/" �Flickr: h e projects at drnr's Photostream�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.flickr.com/groups/drnrsolproject2010-2011/" \o "blocked::http://www.flickr.com/groups/drnrsolproject2010-2011/" �Flickr: Devonshire Road Nature Reserve Solargraphy Project 2010-2011�








� HYPERLINK "http://2.bp.blogspot.com/_twL5X5yYYz8/S737tVJhv5I/AAAAAAAACWY/u1DU2xKZhJA/s1600/8%5B1%5D.jpg" �� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://2.bp.blogspot.com/_twL5X5yYYz8/S737tVJhv5I/AAAAAAAACWY/u1DU2xKZhJA/s320/8%5B1%5D.jpg" \* MERGEFORMATINET ����





� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.imageenvision.com/150/41403-clip-art-graphic-of-a-scared-chicken-by-djart.jpg" \* MERGEFORMATINET ���





Q. Why did the turkey cross the road? 








� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.polyvore.com/cgi/img-thing?.out=jpg&size=l&tid=7985892" \* MERGEFORMATINET ���





A. To show he wasn't a chicken.





�Why don’t you email us you environmental jokes/limericks?  We can then print some of them here in future newsletters







































































With thanks to Nick Harvey, Waterlink Way Officer





LIVING ROOF TALK BY DUSTY GEDGE & JOHN LITTLE





As most of you know the Friends of DRNR are hoping to put a bid together to apply for funding to improve the current building on the site. As a lead up to this a number of talks were put together on relevant and interesting topics.  





This included a talk on		Living Roofs by John Little	(left in picture) and Dusty 	Gedge 	(right).  





There are a number of benefits to putting  a Living Roof on the new building in Devonshire Road.  These include; biodiversity, the roof could provide an important refuge for local wildlife in our urban environment. Water, Living Roofs can significantly reduce surface run off volumes and rates of rainfall leaving roofs.  Sound insulation, combination of soil, plants and trapped layers of air within green roof systems can act as a sound insulation barrier.





These are just a few of the many benefits of Living Roofs.  You can find more information at





� HYPERLINK "http://www.livingroofs.org/" ��http://www.livingroofs.org/�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.grassroofcompany.co.uk/" ��http://www.grassroofcompany.co.uk/�




















				





Tree Wordsearch
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�





� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.turkey-recipes.net/Images_General/Turkey_web.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ���





�





OAK,  HAWTHORN,  ALDER,  BEECH,  ASH,  WILLOW,  CHERRY,  LIME, 





BLACK POPLAR,  BIRCH,  ELM,  HORNBEAM,  ROWAN,  SCOTS PINE, 





WHITEBEAM, YEW,  WYCH ELM








MUDDY BOOTS                                                                                                                                                                                                  


A new outdoor group for the under 5’s was established in the Summer of this year. It runs on fortnightly on a Saturday between 10am-12pm. Activities include; 


Nature Walks                                                                                       Growing vegetables & flowers	             Learning about pond life 	            Story telling and singing


The group cost per family is £1, with a maximum of 2 children.  If you are interested or would like anymore information, please contact Holly Sheldon


� HYPERLINK "mailto:hollysheldon73@yahoo.co.uk" �hollysheldon73@yahoo.co.uk�


�
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Photos by KY Lewis, placed by Reuben (top) and Leo (bottom)
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DEVONSHIRE ROAD WINS GREEN PENNANT FOR THIRD YEAR RUNNING





				


In August of this year, Devonshire Road 	was once again awarded Lewisham’s a Green 	Pennant.  The Green Pennant Award is a 	national award that recognises high quality 	green	spaces in England and Wales that are 	managed by voluntary and community groups.








This year Grove Park Nature Reserve was also lucky enough to win the award for the second year running.  A fantastic achievement for everyone involved.








The London Borough of Lewisham also won 12 Green Flags for the local parks. These parks include, Telegraph Hill, Sydenham Wells Park, Ladywell Fields and Manor House gardens where this photo was taken.





Hopefully we can continue all the good work at the reserve over this next year and win a Pennant for a fourth year!











